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Gospel to Europe
1. Remarkable Guidance
2. A Strategic Conversion
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Acts 16-18
The Gospel Goes to Europe
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(Acts 16:6-12)

= ERETE




8/3/2014

Gospel to Europe

1. Remarkable Guidance

+ the exalted Jesus continued to direct the
progress of the gospel through the Spirit

« this unusual form of guidance highlights
this strategic advance of the gospel

Gospel to Europe

» Principles

+ do not expect the regular guidance of visions and
prophecies in our everyday decision making...

+ but believe in God’s sovereign intervention and
overruling to direct the progress of His word and
His people

12and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district
of Macedonia, a Roman colony; and we were staying in this city for
some days.

13 And on the Sabbath day we went outside the gate to a
riverside, where we were supposing that there would be a place of
prayer; and we sat down and began speaking to the women who
had assembled.

14 Awoman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of
purple fabrics, a worshiper of God, was listening; and the Lord
opened her heart to respond to the things spoken by Paul.

15 And when she and her household had been baptized, she
urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord,
come into my house and stay.” And she prevailed upon us.

(Acts 16:12-15)

Gospel to Europe

2. A Strategic Conversion

* Lydia was a successful business woman and
a worshiper of the God of Israel

» she was strategic in providing for this new
church at Philippi (cf. 16:40)

Gospel to Europe

» A Paradigm of Conversion
1) The elements of conversion

+ the proclamation of the gospel

« the sovereign, inward work of God to make the
person responsive

 the response of faith in Christ as Savior signified
by water baptism

Gospel to Europe

» A Paradigm of Conversion
2) The evidence of conversion

« the practice of hospitality and the sharing of
possessions for the encouragement of gospel
ministry and fellowship




